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Activities 1
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What's the book about? H@L‘Q

Talk to another student.

1 Do you know any of John Grisham'’s books, or any of the movies from his
books? What kind of stories does he write?

2 Read the first four lines of Chapter 1. What do you think this story is
about?

3 What picture do you have of small towns in the south of the United
States? Discuss the houses and the stores, the people and their lives.

What happens first?

Look at this picture. What do you think? Circle the best word in each
sentence.

1 The man looks happy / afraid / angry.

2 Heis in his house / office / store.

3 The gunis his / a friend’s / a killer’s.

4 He is planning to fight / kill / talk to somebody.
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A Very Big Story

“The Padgitts have a lot of money. They can buy people, or
hurt people. They will want to help Danny. So be careful.”

ord County in Mississippi isn’t the most exciting place in the United

States. Not much happens in Clanton, the small town at the center
of Ford County. Most of the time it’s quiet and people live there without
any big problems. Most of the time ...
" But in March 1970, something did happen in Clanton. There was a
murder. You don’t forget a murder. Thirty years later, I can remember
everything about that day. My name is Willie Traynor, and in 1970 I was
the editor of the Ford County newspaper, the Zimes. | talked to the dead
woman’s sister and her neighbors. I talked to the lawyers and the police. I
wrote the story for the Times, and some weeks later I sat through the trial.

And I was a friend of one of the jurors.

Rhoda Kassellaw was the dead woman. She met her killer in a bar.
They talked and then they danced. But when the man wanted more, she
pushed him away. He was very angry. Rhoda left the bar and he followed
her home. He saw the light in her bedroom, and he quietly went in the
back door. Rhoda’s killer had a knife and he cut her many times.

Rhoda’s neighbor, Mr. Deece, found her. Before she died, she spoke to
him. “Danny Padgitt,” she said. “It was Danny Padgitt.” Those were her
last words. Mr. Deece called the hospital and the police, but it was too
late for Rhoda.

county /'kaunti/ (n) Each county in the state of Mississippi has a number of towns in it.
murder /'mada/ (n/v) A killing is murder when the killer wanted to kill the dead person. It
was not an accident.

editor /edata/ (n) The editor is the top man (or woman) in a newspaper office.

lawyer /'15j2/ (n) When you have a problem with the police, a lawyer can help you. Lawyers
understand the /aws of a country better than other people.

trial /'traial/ (n) After the police catch somebody, there is often a trial. Then that person is
free again—or not.

juror /'dzura/(n) At important trials there are twelve men and women jurors.
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Danny Padgitt drove away from Rhoda’s house as fast as he could. But
it was dark and Danny was afraid. He didn’t drive carefully. When an
animal ran across the road in front of him, his car left the road. It turned

over, then hit a tree. Danny climbed out through a window. Then he saw

the blue lights of a police car.

Danny Padgitt lived outside Clanton, near the Big Brown River, with
his family. The Padgitts were a bad family and they usually stayed away
from the town. The people of Clanton stayed away from them, too. The
Padgitts had a lot of money, but nobody knew how, or how much. “It’s
dirty money,” people said. “The Padgitts hurt people. They killed for
their money.”

[ heard a lot of stories about the Padgitts when I came to Clanton.
They were all bad stories. But I never met any of the family.

| heard about Danny Padgitt at about midnight and I went quickly
to the town jail. There were a lot of policemen outside the jail. A police

jail /dzeil/ (n) When people do something very bad, they go to jail.
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